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after the conversion of Roman men of letters to the
Stoic philosophy in or about 150 B.C. The remarks
of de CouUmges apply mainly to the Roman
Republic. There must have been a respectable
amount of individual liberty under the Roman
Empire. Certainly men acquired under it more
freedom as to their personal habits than they ever
had in the ancient city State of Greece, and women
acquired freedom in proportion to their control of
property. Slavery was undoubtedly mitigated
after the close of the Republic, under which slaves
had been very harshly treated. The influence of
the Stoic philosophy did much for them. " The
practice of the exposure and sale of children and
pledging them for debt was forbidden, while an
edict of Diocletian forbade a free man to sell himself.
The insolvent debtor was no longer made a slave.
The right of bequest was granted to slaves. Some
approach was made to the recognition of their
marriage not only after emancipation but even while
in slavery with a view to hindering the separation
of families. They acquired some security even for
property.*? l

Acton pays the tribute of a liberal thinker to the
Stoic philosophy. I may perhaps remind the reader
in passing that the basis of that philosophy is what is
nowadays denounced as pure materialism.2 Lord
Acton's words are as follows :

44 It is the Stoics who emancipated mankind
from its subjugation to despotic rule, and whose

1 Hobhouse, op, a/., pp. 310, 311.

1 See especially The Stoic Philosophy, being theMoncure Conway
Lecture delivered at South Place, London, by Prof. Gilbert Murray.
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